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PAK'ENHAM, edward michael, Sir
(1778-1815), an English soldier, born in
Ireland. He entered the army and became
major general in 1812, served in the Penin-
sular War under the Duke of Wellington,
winning distinction for his gallantry and suc-
cess as a leader, and commanded the British
expedition against New Orleans in 1814. He
was killed in battle at "New Orleans Jan-
uary 8,1815. See new orleahs, battle of.
PALANQUIN", pal an keen', a covered con-
veyance, used in India, China and other coun-
tries of the East. It is a sort of box, about
eight feet long, four feet wide and four feet
high, having windows fitted with wooden
shutters and a seat for one person. It Is
borne by poles on the shoulders of two men.
The palanquin is not now extensively used,
because in India and other countries where it
was formerly employed by Europeans, the
building of railways and the improvement of
 roads have made other means of conveyance
more practicable and desirable.
PAL'ATE, the name applied to the roof
of the mouth. It consists of two portions,
the hard palate in front, the soft palate be-
hind. The former is bounded above by the
palatal bones, is lined by mucous membrane
and is continuous behind with the soft palate.
It supports the tongue in eating, speaking
and swallowing. The soft palate is a mov-
able fold, suspended from the border of the
hard palate in the back of the mouth. It con-
sists of mucous membranes, nerves and
muscles and forms a sort of partition be-
tween the mouth and the openings from the
nostrils. Its lower border is free and from
the middle of it hangs the uvula; on each
side are two curved folds of mucous mem-
brane, called the arches, or pillars, of the
soft palate. Between these on each side of
the pharynx are the two glandular bodies
known as tonsils. The soft palate comes
into action in swallowing and is of great im-
portance in the utterance of certain sounds.
The special use of the uvula is not well
known. It is often relaxed or enlarged, caus-
ing a troublesome cough. Glands, secret-
ing the mucus which lubricates the throat dur-
ing the passage of food, are abundant in the
soft palate. See tonsils.
PALATINATE (German Pfalz), the name
of two German states, distinguished as the
Upper Palatinate and the Lower, or Rhenish,
Palatinate. The former was bounded mainly
by Bohemia and Bavaria, and its capital was
Amberg. The Lower Palatinate, or Palati-
nate proper, lay on both sides of the Rhine
and included the towns of Heidelberg and
Mannheim. The counts Palatine were in
possession of the Palatinate and the districts
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belonging to it as early as the eleventh cen-
tury, and they were long among the most
powerful princes of the German Empire. By

